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Funeral for Johnny: Eulogies & Elegies Answer Key 
 
 
Since this activity is creative, there are no fixed “correct” answers. Here are 
some strong directions students might take: 
 

• Ponyboy’s Eulogy/Elegy 
o Focus on Johnny’s bravery in saving the children, his innocence, 

and his advice to “stay gold.” 
o Tone: heartfelt, emotional, poetic. 

 
• Dally’s Eulogy/Elegy 

o Could be angry, frustrated at the unfairness of Johnny’s death. 
o Tone: tough on the surface but deeply broken inside. 

 
• Two-Bit’s Eulogy/Elegy 

o Might mix humor and sadness, remembering Johnny as “our quiet 
kid with the biggest heart.” 

o Tone: bittersweet. 
 

• Sodapop’s Eulogy/Elegy 
o Gentle, compassionate, focusing on Johnny’s kindness and 

brotherhood. 
o Tone: tender and comforting. 

 
• Themes to Include: 

o Loss & innocence → Johnny as a symbol of fragile goodness. 
o Brotherhood & loyalty → The gang as his family. 
o “Stay gold” → Holding onto beauty and hope despite hardship. 

 
 
 
 


