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The First Responders of 9/11

When the Twin Towers in New York City were hit by hijacked airplanes on the morning of
September 11, 2001, chaos followed. However, during this dangerous and tragic time,
first responders-such as firefighters, police officers, and emergency medical workers-
rushed to help. These brave individuals did not run away from the buildings; instead,
they ran toward them to save as many lives as possible.

Thousands of people were trapped inside the towers after the planes crashed into
them. First responders entered the buildings, helping workers get out and guiding them
to safety. Many also carried equipment on their backs while climbing stairs, often in
thick smoke and poor visibility. Their quick actions saved countless lives.

Unfortunately, many first responders lost their own lives when the towers collapsed.
Others developed serious health problems in the years that followed due to the smoke
and toxic dust they breathed in during rescue efforts. Because of their bravery, these
individuals are honored each year on Patriot Day.

In schools, people may read stories about these heroes, and in cities, names of first
responders are read aloud during memorial ceremonies. Patriot Day reminds us not only
of the loss America experienced but also of the courage shown in one of the country’s
darkest moments.

Multiple Choice Questions

1. Who are considered first responders in the passage?
A. Soldiers and teachers
B. Firefighters, police officers, and emergency workers
C. Pilots and construction workers
D. Reporters and news anchors

2. Why did first responders enter the Twin Towers?
A. To record video footage
B. To test new safety equipment
C. To help people escape and guide them to safety
D. To practice emergency drills

3. What happened to many first responders during or after the attacks?
A. They lost their lives or developed health issues
B. They became famous authors
C. They moved to different states
D. They left their jobs the next day

4. How are first responders remembered on Patriot Day?
A. Through moments of silence only
B. By writing thank-you letters to local police
C. By holding parades in their honor
D. By reading their names and stories in memorial ceremonies
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