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Exploring the Wild West  
 
In the early 1800s, the United States was a young country with 
vast lands waiting to be explored. President Thomas Jefferson 
was eager to learn more about the western territories, so he 
commissioned an expedition led by Meriwether Lewis and 
William Clark. This famous journey, known as the Lewis and 
Clark Expedition, aimed to explore and map the newly 
acquired Louisiana Purchase, find a route to the Pacific 
Ocean, and establish peaceful relations with Native 
American tribes along the way. 
 
Lewis and Clark were both experienced explorers and 
military men. Meriwether Lewis was Jefferson's private 
secretary and had a keen interest in natural history and 
science. William Clark was a skilled mapmaker and frontiersman. Together, they 
assembled a diverse team of adventurers, including soldiers, hunters, interpreters, 
and a Native American woman named Sacagawea, who played a crucial role as 
a guide and interpreter. 
 
In May 1804, the expedition set out from St. Louis, Missouri, aboard a specially 
constructed boat named the keelboat. As they traveled up the Missouri River, they 
encountered breathtaking landscapes, unfamiliar plants and animals, and 
challenging weather conditions. Along the way, they faced numerous obstacles 
such as dangerous rapids, harsh winters, and encounters with hostile Native 
American tribes. 
 
Despite these challenges, Lewis and Clark persevered. They documented their 
discoveries in detailed journals, describing new species of plants and animals, 
mapping geographical features, and establishing friendly relations with many 
Native American tribes they encountered. Sacagawea's knowledge of the land 
and her ability to communicate with different tribes proved invaluable to the 
expedition's success. 
 
After two grueling years of exploration, Lewis and Clark reached the Pacific Ocean 
in November 1805, fulfilling their mission to find a route to the West Coast. They spent 
the winter near the coast before beginning their journey back east in the spring of 
1806. The expedition returned to St. Louis in September 1806, having traveled over 
8,000 miles and paved the way for future settlers to explore and settle the western 
frontier. 
 
The Lewis and Clark Expedition remains one of the most significant exploratory 
missions in American history, showcasing the bravery, resourcefulness, and scientific 
curiosity of its leaders and team members. 
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Exploring the Wild West 
Multiple Choice Questions 

 
1. Who were the leaders of the Lewis and Clark Expedition? 
 
A) Thomas Jefferson and Sacagawea 
B) Meriwether Lewis and William Clark 
C) Lewis and Sacagawea 
D) William Clark and Thomas Jefferson 
 
2. What was the main purpose of the Lewis and Clark Expedition? 
 
A) To explore and map the Louisiana Purchase 
B) To establish colonies along the Pacific coast 
C) To trade with Native American tribes 
D) To conquer new territories for the United States 
 
3. Why was Sacagawea important to the expedition? 
 
A) She was a skilled mapmaker. 
B) She served as a guide and interpreter. 
C) She was the president's private secretary. 
D) She led the expedition to the Pacific Ocean. 
 
4. How did Lewis and Clark document their discoveries? 
 
A) They painted pictures of the landscapes. 
B) They sent letters to the president. 
C) They made maps using GPS technology. 
D) They wrote detailed journals. 
 
5. Where did the Lewis and Clark Expedition begin and end? 
 
A) It began in St. Louis and ended in California. 
B) It began in New York and ended in St. Louis. 
C) It began in St. Louis and ended on the West Coast. 
D) It began in Washington D.C. and ended in Oregon. 
 
 
 
 


