Name

Manifest Destiny

In the 19th century, a powerful idea called
Manifest Destiny influenced the westward
expansion of the United States. This belief held
that it was the destiny of Americans to spread
across the continent from the Atlantic Ocean to
the Pacific Ocean. Let's delve deeper into how
Manifest Destiny shaped America's growth and
the lives of those who journeyed westward.

Manifest Destiny was a concept that emerged during a time of rapid
expansion and change in the United States. It was fueled by a sense of
national pride and a belief in the superiority of American civilization.
Proponents of Manifest Destiny argued that it was the nation's duty to
expand its territory and spread its way of life to new lands.

One-way Manifest Destiny influenced westward expansion was through
government policies such as the Louisiana Purchase and the annexation of
Texas. These actions allowed the United States to acquire vast stretches of
land, opening up new opportunities for settlement and economic growth.

Manifest Destiny inspired pioneers to embark on long and arduous journeys
westward in search of a better life. They believed that by moving to the
frontier, they were fulfilling their patriotic duty and contributing to the nation's
progress. These brave settlers faced many challenges along the way,
including harsh terrain, conflicts with Native American tribes, and the struggle
to build new communities in untamed wilderness.

Manifest Destiny played a significant role in shaping the attitudes of
Americans toward Native peoples and other cultures. Some viewed
westward expansion as a noble endeavor, while others saw it as a
justification for the displacement and mistreatment of indigenous
communities.

Despite its controversial nature, Manifest Destiny had a profound impact on
the growth and development of the United States. It fueled the expansion of
the nation's borders, transformed the landscape of the American West, and
forever altered the lives of those who participated in the great journey
westward.
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Name

Manifest Destiny
Reading Comprehension Questions

1. What was Manifest Destiny?

a) A belief in the destiny of Americans to spread across the continent
b) A plan to conquer other countries

C) A desire to stay within current borders

d) A belief in isolationism

2. How did Manifest Destiny influence government policies?

a) It encouraged the United States to build a wall along its borders
b) It led to the Louisiana Purchase and the annexation of Texas

C) It promoted peace treaties with Native American tribes

d) It advocated for the dismantling of the United States

3. Why did pioneers journey westward?

a) They wanted to conquer other countries
b) They wanted to escape from their families
c) They were searching for gold

d) They believed it was their patriotic duty

4. How did Manifest Destiny shape attitudes toward Native peoples?

a) Everyone saw it as a justification for mistreatment

b) Everyone agreed it was a noble endeavor

Cc) Some viewed it as a noble endeavor, while others saw it as a justification for
mistreatment

d) People didn't have any opinions about Native peoples

5. What impact did Manifest Destiny have on the United States?

a) It fueled the expansion of the nation's borders and transformed the
landscape of the American West

b) It led to the shrinking of the nation's borders

C) It had no impact on the United States

d) It caused the United States to collapse
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