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The Proclamation of 1763  
 
In 1763, something important happened in the 
American colonies. It was called the 
Proclamation of 1763. This proclamation was like 
a rule, made by the British government, that 
affected where people could live in the 
colonies. 
 
Before we talk about the proclamation, let's 
understand a bit about what was happening in America at that time. The 
British and the French were fighting a big war. This war was called the 
French and Indian War. The British won this war, which meant they got 
more land in America. 
 
Now, back to the Proclamation of 1763. After the war ended, the British 
government made this new rule. They said that the colonists could not 
move west of the Appalachian Mountains. Imagine a big line drawn on a 
map. The colonists couldn't go past that line. This was because the British 
government wanted to avoid conflicts with Native American tribes who 
lived in those areas. They also wanted to control where the colonists lived. 
 
This rule made many colonists unhappy. They had fought in the French 
and Indian War to win more land, and now they couldn't even live on it! 
Some colonists ignored the rule and moved west anyway. They didn't like 
being told what to do by the British government. 
 
The Proclamation of 1763 was one of the things that made the colonists 
feel angry with the British government. It was one of the reasons why they 
wanted more independence. This feeling grew over time and eventually 
led to the American Revolution, where the colonists fought to become 
their own country. 
 
So, the Proclamation of 1763 was a rule made by the British government 
after the French and Indian War. It said that the colonists couldn't move 
west of the Appalachian Mountains. This rule made many colonists upset 
and was one of the reasons why they wanted independence. 
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Multiple Choice Questions 
 
1. Why did the British government create the Proclamation of 1763? 
 
A) To give colonists more land 
B) To avoid conflicts with Native American tribes 
C) To encourage colonists to move west 
D) To control the price of goods 
 
2. What event led to the creation of the Proclamation of 1763? 
 
A) The American Revolution 
B) The Boston Tea Party 
C) The French and Indian War 
D) The Declaration of Independence 
 
3. Where did the Proclamation of 1763 say colonists couldn't move? 
 
A) East of the Appalachian Mountains 
B) West of the Appalachian Mountains 
C) South of the Appalachian Mountains 
D) North of the Appalachian Mountains 
 
4. How did some colonists react to the Proclamation of 1763? 
 
A) They moved west anyway 
B) They obeyed it without question 
C) They thanked the British government 
D) They moved to Europe 
 
5. What was one of the reasons why the Proclamation of 1763 angered 
colonists? 
 
A) They couldn't trade with Native Americans 
B) They couldn't move to Europe 
C) They wanted to live closer to the British government 
D) They had fought in the French and Indian War to win more land 
 

 
 


