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The Lewis and Clark Expedition, a landmark journey of 
exploration across the American West, was meticulously 
documented by its leaders, Meriwether Lewis and William Clark, and their team 
members. Through detailed journals, maps, sketches, and scientific specimens, 
Lewis and Clark left behind a rich legacy of documentation that continues to 
provide insight into their historic journey. 
 
One of the primary methods of documenting their journey was through the use of 
journals. Lewis and Clark, along with several other members of the expedition, kept 
daily journals in which they recorded observations, experiences, and notable events 
encountered during their travels. These journals provided a firsthand account of the 
expedition's progress, detailing encounters with Native American tribes, descriptions 
of geographical features, and observations of the natural world. 
 
In addition to written journals, Lewis and Clark also created maps to chart their 
course and document the geography of the western territories. Using surveying 
instruments such as compasses and sextants, they carefully measured distances, 
determined directions, and sketched the landscape. Their maps included details 
such as the course of rivers, the locations of mountains and valleys, and the 
positions of important landmarks. These maps were essential for navigating the 
uncharted wilderness and served as valuable resources for future explorers and 
settlers. 
 
Sketches and illustrations were another important aspect of Lewis and Clark's 
documentation efforts. Throughout their journey, they made numerous sketches of 
plants, animals, landscapes, and Native American villages. These visual 
representations provided additional context and detail to their written descriptions, 
enhancing the overall understanding of the expedition's discoveries. 
 
Lewis and Clark also collected and preserved scientific specimens during their 
journey. They gathered samples of plants, animals, rocks, and minerals, carefully 
cataloging and preserving them for further study. These specimens contributed to 
the advancement of scientific knowledge and helped to expand understanding of 
the natural world in the western territories. 
 
Overall, the documentation efforts of Lewis and Clark were comprehensive and 
detailed, providing a wealth of information about their historic journey of 
exploration. Their journals, maps, sketches, and scientific specimens remain 
invaluable resources for historians, scientists, and anyone interested in the 
exploration of the American West. 
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1. How did Lewis and Clark primarily document their journey? 
 
A) Through interpretive dance 
B) Through oral storytelling 
C) Through written journals 
D) Through social media posts 
 
2. What was one of the purposes of Lewis and Clark's maps? 
 
A) To advertise their journey to the public 
B) To create artwork for display 
C) To track the movement of Native American tribes 
D) To navigate the uncharted wilderness 
 
3. In addition to written descriptions, what did Lewis and Clark create to provide 
visual representations of their discoveries? 
 
A) Maps 
B) Sketches and illustrations 
C) Audio recordings 
D) Sculptures 
 
4. What did Lewis and Clark collect and preserve as part of their documentation 
efforts? 
 
A) Scientific specimens 
B) Rare coins 
C) Seashells 
D) Baseball cards 
 
5. Why are the documentation efforts of Lewis and Clark considered valuable 
today? 
 
A) Because they wrote funny jokes in their journals 
B) Because they documented their journey in great detail 
C) Because they created social media accounts for their expedition 
D) Because they didn't document anything 
 

 


