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Breaking the Chains 
 
The Thirteenth Amendment of the United States 
Constitution is a beacon of freedom and 
equality. It marks the end of one of the darkest 
chapters in American history: slavery. 
 
The Thirteenth Amendment states: "Neither 
slavery nor involuntary servitude, except as a punishment for crime whereof the 
party shall have been duly convicted, shall exist within the United States, or any 
place subject to their jurisdiction." This powerful amendment abolished slavery in 
the United States, freeing millions of enslaved people and fundamentally 
changing the course of the nation. 
 
Before the Thirteenth Amendment, slavery was deeply entrenched in American 
society, particularly in the southern states where enslaved people were forced 
to work on plantations, farms, and in households. Slavery was not only an 
economic institution but also a brutal system of oppression that denied basic 
human rights to millions of individuals. 
 
The road to passing the Thirteenth Amendment was long and difficult. It required 
the support of the majority of states, as well as the approval of Congress. 
President Abraham Lincoln played a crucial role in pushing for its passage, 
advocating for the amendment as a necessary step toward ending the Civil 
War and ensuring freedom for all Americans. 
 
Finally, on December 6, 1865, the Thirteenth Amendment was ratified, officially 
abolishing slavery throughout the United States. This momentous achievement 
marked the culmination of years of struggle and sacrifice by abolitionists, 
activists, and enslaved individuals themselves. 
 
The Thirteenth Amendment not only ended the legal institution of slavery but 
also laid the groundwork for future civil rights advancements. It served as a 
cornerstone for subsequent amendments, such as the Fourteenth Amendment, 
which granted citizenship and equal protection under the law to all persons 
born or naturalized in the United States, regardless of race. 
 
In conclusion, the Thirteenth Amendment represents a triumph of freedom over 
oppression, signaling the beginning of a new era in American history where all 
individuals are recognized as equal under the law. 
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Breaking the Chains 
Multiple Choice Questions 

 
1. What did the Thirteenth Amendment do? 
 
A) It legalized slavery 
B) It abolished slavery 
C) It restricted voting rights 
D) It imposed involuntary servitude 
 
2. Who played a crucial role in pushing for the passage of the Thirteenth 
Amendment? 
 
A) Abraham Lincoln 
B) Thomas Jefferson 
C) Martin Luther King Jr. 
D) Rosa Parks 
 
3. When was the Thirteenth Amendment ratified? 
 
A) June 19, 1865 
B) July 4, 1776 
C) January 1, 1863 
D) December 6, 1865 
 
4. What did slavery entail before the Thirteenth Amendment? 
 
A) Enslaved people were treated as equals 
B) Enslaved people had full rights and freedoms 
C) Enslaved people were forced to work without pay 
D) Enslaved people were allowed to vote 
 
5. How did the Thirteenth Amendment pave the way for future civil rights 
advancements? 
A) By legalizing segregation 
B) By granting citizenship and equal protection under the law 
C) By imposing discriminatory laws 
D) By reinstating slavery 
 
 

 


