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Polyptoton 
Identify the polyptoton in the lines from Alfred Lord Tennyson’s poem “Maud A 

Monodrama” and write the words below: 

“My own heart’s heart, and ownest own, farewell… 
My dream? do I dream of bliss? 
I have walk’d awake with Truth … For my dark-dawning youth, 
Darken’d watching a mother decline 
And that dead man at her heart and mine… 
Yet so did I let my freshness die… 
 
Seal’d her mine from her first sweet breath. 
Mine, mine by a right, from birth till death. 
Mine, mine—our fathers have sworn.” 
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