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Marvels of Ancient India  
 
In the vast tapestry of ancient civilizations, India 
stands out for its rich cultural heritage and 
remarkable architectural achievements. From 
towering temples to intricate palaces, the 
architecture of ancient India tells a story of 
innovation, spirituality, and artistic brilliance. 
 
One of the most iconic architectural wonders of 
ancient India is the Taj Mahal, located in Agra. 
Built in the 17th century by Emperor Shah Jahan 
in memory of his beloved wife Mumtaz Mahal, this white marble mausoleum is 
renowned for its symmetrical beauty and intricate carvings. Its dome, reaching 
towards the sky, is a testament to the architectural mastery of its builders. 
 
But the roots of Indian architecture stretch much further back in time. The 
Harappan civilization, one of the oldest urban civilizations in the world, flourished 
around 2500 BCE in what is now modern-day Pakistan and northwest India. 
Harappan cities, such as Mohenjo-Daro and Harappa, featured well-planned 
streets, advanced drainage systems, and multi-story houses made of baked 
brick. 
 
Moving forward in time, we encounter the marvels of ancient Indian temple 
architecture. Temples like the Kailasa Temple in Ellora, carved out of a single 
rock, or the Brihadeeswarar Temple in Tamil Nadu, with its towering gopuram 
(gateway tower), are engineering feats that continue to awe visitors today. 
These temples served as places of worship, where devotees could connect with 
the divine and marvel at the skill of the craftsmen who brought these structures 
to life. 
 
Indian architecture also reflects the cultural diversity and influences that have 
shaped the subcontinent over the millennia. From the Buddhist stupas of Sanchi 
to the ornate forts and palaces of Rajasthan, each structure tells a unique story 
of its time and place. 
 
In conclusion, the architecture of ancient India is a testament to the ingenuity, 
creativity, and spiritual devotion of its people. From the grandeur of the Taj 
Mahal to the precision of Harappan city planning, these architectural wonders 
continue to inspire wonder and admiration in the modern world. 
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Marvels of Ancient India 
 
Reading Comprehension Questions 
 
1. What is one famous example of ancient Indian architecture mentioned in the 
passage? 
 
A) The Eiffel Tower 
B) The Taj Mahal 
C) The Colosseum 
D) The Great Wall of China 
 
2. Which ancient Indian civilization is known for its well-planned streets and advanced 
drainage systems? 
 
A) Egyptian civilization 
B) Mesopotamian civilization 
C) Harappan civilization 
D) Greek civilization 
 
3. What material was used to build the Kailasa Temple in Ellora? 
 
A) Concrete 
B) Wood 
C) Marble 
D) Single rock 
 
4. What was the primary purpose of ancient Indian temples? 
 
A) To serve as places of worship 
B) To function as schools 
C) To provide housing for the poor 
D) To serve as palaces for kings 
 
5. How does the passage describe the architecture of ancient India? 
 
A) Boring and unimpressive 
B) Simple and plain 
C) Rich in cultural heritage and remarkable achievements 
D) Ordinary and forgettable 
 
 
 
 
 
 


