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Verisimilitude 
Verisimilitude means “the quality of resembling reality.” A literary text, 
or any part of it, has verisimilitude if it seems like real life. The word 
comes from the Latin words verum, meaning “truth,” and similis 
meaning “similar.” Verisimilitude can apply to characters, descriptive 
details, subjects, and is applicable to all genres of fiction as well as to 
nonfiction.  

YOUR ASSIGNEMENT: Choose a novel that you would like to read. 
Write a short paper that discusses the novel’s verisimilitude with 
respect to: 

• the story 

• the characters 

• the dialogue 

• the setting 

• the requirements of the genre 

 

 


