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ANSWERS 
The peripeteia occurs in Act 3, Scene 3 when Hamlet comes upon 
Claudius praying and decides not to kill him. His hesitance sets into 
motion the deaths of Hamlet, his mother, Laertes, and Ophelia. It is 
different from the peripeteia of Greek tragedy because his downfall 
isn’t the result of an action, but of his INACTION.  

  

 
 


