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What is an Exemplum? 
1. Look up the word exemplum. What does it mean? 
 

 
 

 
2. What is the etymology of the word?  
 

 
 
3. What are some types of exempla that you are already familiar 

with? 
 

 
 
4. What is the difference between an exemplum and a morality 

play? 
 

 
 

 
5. Write an exemplum that illustrates the following: If you lie often 

enough, people won’t believe you when you tell the truth. 
 

 
 


