
Name                                                    Pleonasm 

© 15Worksheets.com 

Pleonasm 
   TRUE OR FALSE 

1. 
The word pleonasm comes from the Greek 
word pleonasmos, which means “mistake.”  

  

2. 

A pleonasm is when a writer or speaker asks a 
question to which they already have an 
answer.  

  

3. 

Pleonasm is a literary device that means using 
too many words to convey an intended 
message or idea. 

  

4. 
A pleonasm can be used intentionally for 
emphasis or to add dramatic effect. 

  

5. A pleonasm is always a stylistic mistake.   

6. Pleonasm is another word for a tautology.   

7. Pleonasm and oxymoron are synonyms.   

8.  

A semantic  pleonasm is when there is 
redundancy or unnecessary repetition of 
something in a sentence. 

  

9. 

A syntactic pleonasm is when certain 
grammatical forms are not needed because of 
the arrangement of words in a sentence. 

  

 


