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Legend of the Apple Pioneer  
 
In the vast expanse of the American frontier, 
there lived a man whose love for nature and 
generosity knew no bounds. His name was 
Johnny Appleseed, and he was a legend in his 
own right. 
 
Johnny was known far and wide for his peculiar 
attire, often seen wearing a pot for a hat and 
carrying a sack full of apple seeds wherever he 
went. But it wasn't just his appearance that set 
him apart—it was his mission to spread the joy of apples across the land. 
 
Legend has it that Johnny traveled from town to town, planting apple orchards 
wherever he went. He believed that everyone deserved a taste of nature's 
bounty, and so he gave away his seeds freely to anyone who would take them. 
 
As he journeyed through the wilderness, Johnny faced many challenges. He 
braved harsh weather, treacherous terrain, and even encounters with wild 
animals, but nothing could deter him from his mission. 
 
One day, Johnny came upon a small settlement nestled in a valley. The people 
there were struggling to grow crops in the rocky soil, and they welcomed 
Johnny with open arms. Seeing an opportunity to help, Johnny set to work 
planting apple trees throughout the valley. 
 
Year after year, the trees flourished under Johnny's care, bearing fruit that 
nourished the settlers and brought prosperity to the land. The people of the 
valley came to see Johnny as more than just a traveler; they saw him as a hero, 
a symbol of hope in the face of adversity. 
 
But Johnny's work was far from over. He continued to roam the countryside, 
spreading his seeds far and wide, leaving a trail of apple trees in his wake. And 
though he may have passed into legend, his legacy lives on in every orchard 
that bears his name. 
 
To this day, Johnny Appleseed remains a beloved figure in American folklore, a 
reminder of the power of kindness and the importance of stewardship of the 
land. 
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Legend of the Apple Pioneer 
Reading Comprehension Questions 
 
1. What did Johnny Appleseed carry with him wherever he went? 
 
A) A sack of apple seeds 
B) A sack of potatoes 
C) A sack of rocks 
D) A sack of gold coins 
 
2. Why did Johnny Appleseed plant apple orchards across the land? 
 
A) To make money selling apples 
B) To spread the joy of apples 
C) To scare away animals 
D) To build houses for settlers 
 
3. How did the settlers in the valley view Johnny Appleseed? 
 
A) As a nuisance 
B) As a hero 
C) As a troublemaker 
D) As a thief 
 
4. What did Johnny Appleseed believe everyone deserved? 
 
A) A pot for a hat 
B) A pet squirrel 
C) A bag of gold 
D) A taste of nature's bounty 
 
5. What is the main message of the story? 
 
A) It is important to wear peculiar attire. 
B) Apples are the only fruit worth eating. 
C) Kindness and generosity can bring prosperity to the land. 
D) It is best to keep apple seeds to oneself. 
 

 
 
 


