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Verisimilitude 
   TRUE OR FALSE

1. 
Verisimilitude means “the quality of resembling 
reality.”  

  

2. 
A literary text, or any part of it, has verisimilitude 
if it seems like real life.  

  

3. 

The word comes from the Latin words verum, 
meaning “believable,” and similis meaning 
“similar.”  

  

4. Verisimilitude only applies to characters.   

5. Verisimilitude only applies to fiction.   

6. 

When a text is verisimilitudinous, a reader can 
identify with the characters, and the situations 
and dialogues seem real.  

  

7. 

Even an “unrealistic” story like something in the 
fantasy or science fiction genre still has to feel 
realistic within its story world; and aspects of it, 
especially characterization, need to be realistic 
enough for us to identify with those characters 
and believe in them.  

  

8.  
Verisimilitude is unrelated to whether or not a 
text engages us emotionally. 

  


