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Zeugma 
Zeugma is when you use a  word  in a  sentenc e one time to 

simultaneously c onvey two d ifferent meanings. Often one meaning  

is litera l while the other is figura tive, but sometimes two c omp letely 

d ifferent meanings of the word  a re emp loyed . The func tion of 

zeugma is surp rise. 

EXAMPLE:  

Over the years, he grew c orn, soybeans, and  inc reasing ly angry. 

In this examp le, the zeugma is the word  “ grew.”  The two meanings 

emp loyed  a re growing in the sense of g rowing c rops, and  growing in 

the sense of bec oming.   

DIRECTIONS: Underline the zeugma in eac h sentenc e.  

1. She lost her purse, her c a r keys, and  her mind . 

2. He fell down the sta irs and  in love. 

3. She d ropped  her ac c ent and  out of sc hool. 

4. She gazed  a t the sta rs in the sky and  in his eyes. 

5. Ela ine found  her shoes and  her life ’ s work. 


