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Life, Liberty, and . . .

The English philosopher John Locke (August 29, 1632 to October 28,
1704) wrote that all people are both with "inalienable" natural rights,
which included "life, liberty, and estate (property)." In an early draft
of the Declaration of Independence, Jefferson wrote that all men
“are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that
among these are Life, Liberty and the “pursuit of estate.” In the final
version of the Declaration, the inalienable rights listed are “life,
liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.” Why do you think that the
drafters of the Declaration changed the nearly a century-old
philosophical idea of “life, liberty, and the pursuit of estate” to “life,
liberty, and the pursuit of happiness?
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