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What Is Extraterrestrial Life? 
 
"Extraterrestrial" is a big word that means "outside Earth." So, when 
we talk about "extraterrestrial life," we're talking about the possibility 
of life existing somewhere other than our home planet, Earth. This is a 
super interesting and exciting idea because it means there might be 
living creatures, like aliens, out there in the vast universe! 
 
For a long time, people have wondered, "Could there be other living 
beings in space?" This curiosity has led scientists and astronomers to 
explore the universe in search of clues. They use amazing tools like telescopes, space 
probes, and even rovers to help them in their quest. 
 
Life as we know it needs certain things to survive. It needs water, air (with oxygen), and 
the right temperature. When scientists search for extraterrestrial life, they look for places 
where these conditions might exist. They study planets, moons, and even icy worlds to 
see if life could be hiding there. 
 
One of the most exciting places scientists are exploring is Mars, our neighboring planet. 
They've sent robots like the Mars rovers to check it out. These rovers look for signs of 
water, because where there's water, there's a chance there might be life! Scientists also 
wonder if tiny microbes, which are like super tiny living things, could be hiding in the 
Martian soil. 
 
Some of the moons around other planets have icy crusts, but beneath that ice, there 
might be oceans of liquid water. One example is Europa, a moon of Jupiter. Scientists 
are curious if these hidden oceans could be home to alien life forms, maybe near 
underwater volcanoes or hot springs. 
 
Our solar system is just a tiny part of the huge universe. Scientists have discovered 
thousands of other planets outside our solar system. They call these planets 
"exoplanets." They study exoplanets to see if any of them have the right conditions for 
life. They're like cosmic detectives searching for the ultimate space mystery. 
 
The idea of extraterrestrial life has inspired lots of cool stories in movies, books, and TV 
shows. You might have seen friendly aliens in movies like E.T. or read about adventures 
with visitors from other planets. While these stories are exciting, real-life scientists are still 
working hard to find out if aliens exist. 
 
So, here's the big question: Are we alone in the universe? As of now, scientists haven't 
found concrete proof of extraterrestrial life. But they haven't given up hope! They keep 
exploring, asking questions, and searching for signs of life beyond Earth. It's a cosmic 
adventure that could change the way we see the universe. 
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What Is Extraterrestrial Life? 
 

Reading Comprehension Questions 
 
1. What does "extraterrestrial" mean? 
a. Inside Earth 
b. Outside Earth 
c. Underwater 
d. In the sky 
 
2. What tools do scientists use to search for extraterrestrial life? 
a. Microscopes 
b. Telescopes, space probes, and rovers 
c. Books and maps 
d. Musical instruments 
 
3. What are some conditions that life as we know it needs to survive? 
a. Pizza and ice cream 
b. Water, air (with oxygen), and the right temperature 
c. Rockets and spacesuits 
d. Video games and computers 
 
4. Which planet is known as our neighboring planet and is of great interest to 
scientists in the search for life? 
a. Jupiter 
b. Earth 
c. Mars 
d. Saturn 
 
5. What are exoplanets, and why do scientists study them? 
a. Special kinds of planets that are easy to visit. 
b. Planets inside our solar system 
c. Planets outside our solar system; to see if any of them have the right 
conditions for life. 
d. Planets with colorful rings 
 
 


