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What Happened in the Dark Ages? 
 
The Middle Ages, a period spanning roughly from the fall of the Western 
Roman Empire in the 5th century to the beginning of the Renaissance in the 
15th century, were marked by a wide range of events and developments. 
Let's delve into what happened during the Middle Ages and explore the key 
aspects of this transformative era. 
 
One of the defining features of the Middle Ages was the system of feudalism. Feudalism 
was a social and economic structure based on land ownership and the exchange of 
land for loyalty and military service. At the top of the feudal hierarchy was the king or 
monarch, followed by nobles, knights, and peasants. The manor system was closely tied 
to feudalism, with self-sufficient estates, known as manors, serving as the economic and 
social centers of medieval life. 
 
Knights were central figures during the Middle Ages. They were trained warriors who 
served as mounted and armored soldiers. Knights were bound by a code of conduct 
known as chivalry, which emphasized virtues such as honor, loyalty, and valor. Their role 
extended beyond warfare, as they played a crucial part in protecting the realm and 
maintaining order. 
 
Castles, with their imposing stone walls, moats, and drawbridges, were iconic structures 
of the Middle Ages. They served as both fortresses and residences for nobles and 
knights. Castles were strategically built to withstand sieges and attacks, making them 
essential for defense during medieval warfare. 
 
Religion played a dominant role during the Middle Ages, with the Catholic Church as 
the most influential institution. The Church held sway not only in matters of faith but also 
in various aspects of daily life, including education, healthcare, and governance. 
Cathedrals and monasteries were centers of learning and culture, preserving 
knowledge and contributing to the development of medieval society. 
 
Over time, medieval towns began to emerge as centers for commerce, trade, and 
crafts. This growth contributed to the decline of the manor system and the rise of a 
more urbanized society. Merchants and guilds played vital roles in facilitating trade and 
promoting craftsmanship. 
 
The late Middle Ages were marred by the devastating impact of the Black Death, a 
pandemic that swept through Europe in the mid-14th century, causing widespread 
death and economic disruption. Additionally, political turmoil and conflicts, such as the 
Hundred Years' War between England and France, contributed to the decline of the 
Middle Ages and set the stage for the Renaissance. 
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What Happened in the Dark Ages? 
 

Comprehension Questions 
 
 
1. What was one of the defining features of the Middle Ages, involving land 
ownership and loyalty in exchange for military service? 
 
a) Chivalry     b) The manor system 
c) Medieval towns    d) The Black Death 
 
2. Who were the trained warriors in medieval society who served as mounted 
and armored soldiers? 
 
a) Nobles     b) Peasants 
c) Knights     d) Monarchs 
 
3. What code of conduct emphasized virtues such as honor, loyalty, and valor 
among knights? 
 
a) Feudalism    b) Guilds 
c) Chivalry     d) Moats 
 
4. What iconic structures served as both fortresses and residences for nobles and 
knights in the Middle Ages? 
 
a) Monasteries    b) Guilds 
c) Castles     d) Cathedrals 
 
5. What event in the mid-14th century caused widespread death and economic 
disruption in Europe during the late Middle Ages? 
 
a) The Renaissance   b) The Hundred Years' War 
c) The Black Death   d) The Crusades 
 
 
 


