
Name __________________________ 
 

© 15Worksheets.com 

Honeybees: Nature's Sweet Workers 
Honeybees are amazing insects known for their buzzing 
presence in gardens and fields. These small, striped insects 
are famous for making something sweet and delicious: 
honey. They live in colonies, work tirelessly, and play an 
essential role in pollinating flowers and producing honey. 
What Do Honeybees Look Like? 
Honeybees are usually yellow and black, with stripes on their bodies. They have six legs 
and two pairs of wings. You can tell them apart from other bees by their smaller size 
and their slimmer, more delicate bodies. 
Life in a Bee Colony 
Honeybees live in large groups called colonies, and each colony has three main types 
of bees: the queen, worker bees, and drones. The queen bee is the mother of all the 
bees in the colony. She lays eggs, and her job is to keep the colony going. Worker bees 
are female bees that do most of the work in the colony. They collect nectar and pollen, 
build and repair the hive, and take care of the baby bees. Drones are male bees, and 
their main job is to mate with the queen. 
How Do Honeybees Make Honey? 
Honeybees make honey from flower nectar. Worker bees collect nectar using their 
long, tube-like tongues called proboscises. They bring the nectar back to the hive and 
put it into honeycomb cells. Then, they fan their wings to evaporate the water from the 
nectar, turning it into thick, sweet honey. The bees seal the honeycomb cells with wax 
to keep the honey safe. 
Why Is Honey Important? 
Honey is not just delicious; it's also nutritious. It's a natural sweetener and has 
antioxidants and other health benefits. Honeybees also pollinate flowers while 
collecting nectar. This helps plants make fruits, vegetables, and nuts, which we eat. 
Without honeybees, our food supply would be in trouble. 
The Bee Dance 
Honeybees have a special way of telling other bees where to find food. They do a 
dance called the "waggle dance." When a worker bee returns to the hive after finding 
nectar or pollen, it does this dance to show the other bees the direction and distance 
to the food source. 
 
Beekeeping 
Some people keep honeybees in beehives to collect honey and help with pollination. 
Beekeepers take care of the bees and make sure they have a safe and healthy home. 
Beekeeping is an important job because it helps honeybee populations thrive. 
In conclusion, honeybees are not just buzzy insects; they are incredibly important to our 
environment and food supply. They work together in colonies, make sweet honey, and 
help plants grow by pollinating flowers. So, the next time you see a honeybee buzzing 
around, remember they are nature's sweet workers, making honey and helping our 
world bloom. 
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Honeybees: Nature's Sweet Workers 
Reading Comprehension Questions 

 

1. What are honeybees known for making, and what is it called? 

 

 

 

2. Describe the three main types of bees in a honeybee colony 
and their roles. 

 

 

 

3. How do honeybees make honey, and what do they do to keep 
it safe? 

 

 

 

4. Why is honey important to us, and how do honeybees help with 
our food supply? 

 

 

5. What is the waggle dance, and what is its purpose for 
honeybees? 

 

 

 


