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Fireflies: Shining Stars of the Night 
Fireflies are amazing insects that light up the night sky with their 
magical glow. They are like little living flashlights, and they are 
often called "lightning bugs" because of the way they light up. 
Fireflies are not actually flies; they are a type of beetle, and 
they are found all around the world, except in very cold 
places like Antarctica. 

How Do Fireflies Glow? 

Fireflies have a special power that most other animals don't have: they can 
make their own light. The light they produce is called "bioluminescence." It's a 
fancy word that means they create their own light without using electricity or 
light bulbs. Fireflies have a chemical in their bodies called luciferin, which glows 
when it combines with oxygen. They have a special body part called an 
"abdomen" where this magic happens. When they want to light up, they allow 
oxygen into their abdomen, and voila! It lights up like a tiny lantern. 

Why Do They Glow? 

Fireflies don't glow just to look pretty. They use their light for important reasons. 
One of the main reasons is to find a mate. You see, male fireflies flash their lights 
to send signals to female fireflies. Each species of firefly has its own special light 
pattern, so they can recognize their own kind. When a female sees the right 
pattern of light, she responds with her own flash, saying, "I'm here!" This blinking 
communication helps them find each other in the dark and start a firefly family. 

Where Do Fireflies Live? 

Fireflies can be found in many different places. Some like to live in forests, while 
others prefer grassy fields. They are often found near water because their larvae, 
which are like baby fireflies, need moisture to grow. Fireflies lay their eggs in the 
ground, and when they hatch, the larvae come out and live in the soil. They are 
hungry little bugs and like to eat things like snails and worms. 

When Can You See Fireflies? 

Fireflies are most active during the warm summer months. That's when you're 
likely to see them lighting up the night. They usually come out when it's getting 
dark, and their light show can be a magical sight to see. Many kids love to 
catch fireflies in jars, but it's important to be gentle and let them go after a little 
while so they can continue their important firefly business. 
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Fireflies: Shining Stars of the Night 
Reading Comprehension Questions 

 

1. What are fireflies, and why are they sometimes called "lightning 
bugs"? 

 

 

 

2. How do fireflies create their own light, and what is the special 
body part involved in this process? 

 

 

 

3. Why do fireflies light up, and how do they use their light to 
communicate? 

 

 

 

4. Where can you find fireflies, and why are they often found near 
water? 

 

 

5. When is the best time to see fireflies, and what should you do if 
you catch them in a jar? 

 

 


