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Festivus 
Answer Key 
Correction Marks 

Festivus is a humorous and fictional secular holiday that gained as popularity 
through the television show "Seinfeld. It is celebrated on December 23rd as an 
alternative to traditional year-end holidays like Christmas. The holiday was 
created by the character Frank Costanza, who deemed it a response to the 
commercialism and pressures associated with christmas. Festivus features unique 
traditions, including the "Airing of Grievances," where people share they’re 
grievances and complaints from the past year, and the "Feats of Strength," in 
which individuals engage in physical contests. A key symbol of Festivus is the 
"Festivus Pole," an unadorned ALuminum pole that stands in stark contrast to the 
elaborate decorations of Christmas trees, reflecting the holiday's simplicity and 
rejection of consumerism. While Festivus originated as a humorous concept on a 
sitcom, some people have adopted it as a lighthearted and unconventional 
way to celebrate the Holiday season. 

Complete Passage 

Festivus is a humorous and fictional secular holiday that gained popularity 
through the television show "Seinfeld." It is celebrated on December 23rd as an 
alternative to traditional year-end holidays like Christmas. The holiday was 
created by the character Frank Costanza, who deemed it a response to the 
commercialism and pressures associated with Christmas. Festivus features 
unique traditions, including the "Airing of Grievances," where people share their 
grievances and complaints from the past year, and the "Feats of Strength," in 
which individuals engage in physical contests. A key symbol of Festivus is the 
"Festivus Pole," an unadorned aluminum pole that stands in stark contrast to the 
elaborate decorations of Christmas trees, reflecting the holiday's simplicity and 
rejection of consumerism. While Festivus originated as a humorous concept on a 
sitcom, some people have adopted it as a lighthearted and unconventional 
way to celebrate the holiday season. 

 

 

 

 


