
 
 

© 15Worksheets.com 

Name _____________________________ 
 

Identifying Variables 
In an experiment, scientists change something called the 'independent variable' 
to see what happens to something else called the 'dependent variable.'  
 
Example- Does the type of soil affect plant growth? 
Independent Variable: Type of soil. (changed) 
Dependent Variable: The height of the plant. (measured) 
 
Variables are like the special ingredients in a science experiment recipe. They're 
the things that can change and make the experiment interesting! The two main 
types of variables: are the "independent variable" and the "dependent 
variable." The independent variable is what we change in the experiment. It's 
like turning up the heat on a stove while cooking. The dependent variable is 
what we watch and measure to see what happens. It's like keeping an eye on 
how our cookies turn out when we change the baking time. Remember, in an 
experiment, you change one thing (the independent variable) to see what it 
does to something else (the dependent variable)! 
 
Fill in the Blank: 
Word Bank: experiment, dependent, change, variables, independent 
 
1. In a science _______, there are two main types of ___________: the 
independent variable and the dependent variable. 
 
2. The _____________ variable is what we __________ or play within the 
experiment. 
 
3. It's like turning up the heat on a stove while __________. 
 
4. The _______________ variable is what we watch and measure to see what 
happens. 
 
5. It's like keeping an eye on how our cookies turn out when we ___________ the 
baking time. 
 


