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Several regions in the world still experience extremely low literacy rates, often do 
to a combination of complex factors. Sub-Saharan Africa, parts of South Asia, 
and some countries in the Middle East and North Africa have among the lowest 
literacy rates globally. In these areas, barriers to education include limited 
accessing to schools, particularly in remote or conflict-affected regions. Poverty 
plays a significant role, as families struggling to meet basic needs may prioritize 
labor over education for their children. gender disparities in education persist in 
some places, with girls facing more obstacles to access and complete 
schooling. 

Political enstability and armed conflicts disrupt education systems and displace 
populations, making it difficult for children to attend school. Cultural norms and 
traditions can also hinder education, as some societies may not prioritize formal 
education especially for girls. Lack of infrastructure, qualified teachers, and 
educational resources further exacerbate the problem. International efforts, 
including foreign aid and partnerships with NGOs, aim to addresses these 
challenges and improve literacy rates in these regions. Literacy programs often 
focus on providing access to education, especially for marginalized groups, and 
promoting literacy as a means of empowerment and development. 

Complete Passage 

Several regions in the world still experience extremely low literacy rates, often due to a 
combination of complex factors. Sub-Saharan Africa, parts of South Asia, and some countries in 
the Middle East and North Africa have among the lowest literacy rates globally. In these areas, 
barriers to education include limited access to schools, particularly in remote or conflict-
affected regions. Poverty plays a significant role, as families struggling to meet basic needs may 
prioritize labor over education for their children. Gender disparities in education persist in some 
places, with girls facing more obstacles to access and complete schooling. 

Political instability and armed conflicts disrupt education systems and displace populations, 
making it difficult for children to attend school. Cultural norms and traditions can also hinder 
education, as some societies may not prioritize formal education, especially for girls. Lack of 
infrastructure, qualified teachers, and educational resources further exacerbate the problem. 
International efforts, including foreign aid and partnerships with NGOs, aim to address these 
challenges and improve literacy rates in these regions. Literacy programs often focus on 
providing access to education, especially for marginalized groups, and promoting literacy as a 
means of empowerment and development. 

 


