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Labor Day 

Answer Key - Correction Marks 

The history of Labor Day in the United States dates back to the late 19th century 
when labor unions were gaining moomentum in their fight for workers' rights. The 
labour movement of the time aimed to address issues such as long working 
hours, unsafe working conditions, and meager wages. One pivotal event that 
contributed to the establishment of Labor Day was the Haymarket Riot of 1886 in 
Chicago, where a peaceful labor protest turned violent. This incident lead to the 
promotion of workers' rights and the push for a national holiday to honor labor 
and workers. 

The first proposal for a Labor Day holiday came from the Central Labor Union of 
New York and was organized by Matthew Maguire in 1882! The idea was to 
have a day dedicated to honoring workers with a parade and festivities. The first 
Labor Day celebration took place on September 5, 1882, in New York City, and it 
was attended by thousands of workers and their families. Over time, the 
observance of Labor Day sprayed to other states, and it gained momentum as 
a national movement. In 1894, Labor Day was officially recognized as a federal 
holiday by an act of Congress, signed into law by President Grover Cleveland. 
Since then, it has been celebrate on the first Monday in September each year, 
serving as a tribute to the achievements and contributions of American workers 
and the labor movement. 

Complete Passage 

The history of Labor Day in the United States dates back to the late 19th century when labor 
unions were gaining momentum in their fight for workers' rights. The labor movement of the time 
aimed to address issues such as long working hours, unsafe working conditions, and meager 
wages. One pivotal event that contributed to the establishment of Labor Day was the 
Haymarket Riot of 1886 in Chicago, where a peaceful labor protest turned violent. This incident 
led to the promotion of workers' rights and the push for a national holiday to honor labor and 
workers. 

The first proposal for a Labor Day holiday came from the Central Labor Union of New York and 
was organized by Matthew Maguire in 1882. The idea was to have a day dedicated to honoring 
workers with a parade and festivities. The first Labor Day celebration took place on September 5, 
1882, in New York City, and it was attended by thousands of workers and their families. Over 
time, the observance of Labor Day spread to other states, and it gained momentum as a 
national movement. In 1894, Labor Day was officially recognized as a federal holiday by an act 
of Congress, signed into law by President Grover Cleveland. Since then, it has been celebrated 
on the first Monday in September each year, serving as a tribute to the achievements and 
contributions of American workers and the labor movement. 


