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The Illustrator’s Role 
 
Have you ever wondered how those colorful and amazing 
pictures end up in your favorite children's books? Well, get ready 
to explore the world of illustration and learn how illustrators make 
those drawings come to life! 
 
Before artists start drawing, they need to understand the story. 
They read the words carefully to imagine what the characters, places, and actions look like. 
This helps them capture the spirit of the book in their drawings. 
 
Once they have a clear picture in their minds, illustrators begin by making rough sketches. 
These are like practice drawings to figure out how everything should look. They might draw 
a character's face or a scene from the story. 
 
Colors make drawings pop! Illustrators pick colors that match the mood of the story. For 
example, they might use bright colors for happy scenes and darker colors for spooky parts. 
They might test different colors to find the perfect ones. 
 
Details are like the icing on a cake. Illustrators add small things that make their drawings 
special. Maybe a character wears a unique hat or there are tiny animals hiding in the 
background. These details make the pictures interesting to look at. 
 
Characters need expressions to show their feelings. Artists draw their faces to express joy, 
sadness, surprise, and more. It's like the characters are talking without using words! 
 
The places where the story happens are just as important. Artists create backgrounds that 
match the story's setting. If the story takes place in a forest, they'll draw trees, bushes, and 
maybe a little stream. 
 
Now comes the exciting part – turning rough sketches into finished drawings! Artists use 
clean lines, bright colors, and all those special details they've planned. This step might take 
a little time, but it's worth it! 
 
Just like writers, illustrators also get feedback. They show their drawings to others to see if 
they like them. Sometimes, they make changes to their drawings based on the feedback to 
make them even better. 
 
After all the hard work, it's time for the final touches. Illustrators check their drawings for any 
mistakes and make sure everything looks perfect. Then, they're ready to share their beautiful 
illustrations with the world! 
 
Once the illustrations are ready, they're added to the children's book. People all around the 
world can now enjoy the pictures while reading the story. It's a special feeling for the 
illustrator to see their drawings in a real book! 
 
So, young artists, remember that every illustration is a masterpiece waiting to happen. With 
practice and imagination, you could be the next amazing illustrator of children's books! 
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The Illustrator’s Role Questions 
 
1. What is the first step illustrators take before they start drawing for a children's book? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2. Why do illustrators choose different colors for different parts of the story? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3. What are details in a drawing, and why are they important? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4. How do illustrators make characters show their feelings? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5. Why is it important for illustrators to get feedback on their drawings? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


