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Fun Facts About Sea Animals Answer Key 
 

1. The vaquita (Phocoena sinus) holds the title for being the smallest species of 
whale, with adults reaching lengths of only about 4.5 to 5 feet (1.4 to 1.5 meters). 

2. The electric eel (Electrophorus electricus) is known for its ability to produce 
electric shocks, which it uses for hunting and self-defense. 

3. The manta ray (Manta birostris) is the largest species of ray, with wingspans 
that can reach up to 29 feet (8.8 meters). 

4. The octopus is known for its remarkable ability to change both its color and 
texture, allowing it to camouflage and blend seamlessly with its surroundings. 

5. The box jellyfish, specifically the Australian box jellyfish (Chironex fleckeri), is 
considered the most venomous jellyfish in the world. 

6. The narwhal (Monodon monoceros) is known for its long, spiral tusk, which is 
actually a modified canine tooth that can grow up to 10 feet (3 meters) in 
length. 

7. The colossal squid (Mesonychoteuthis hamiltoni) is the largest species of squid, 
with the largest recorded specimen measuring about 46 feet (14 meters) in 
length. 

8. Oysters are known for their ability to produce pearls. When an irritant, such as 
a grain of sand, enters their shell, they secrete layers of nacre to form a pearl. 

9. The sailfish (Istiophorus platypterus) is not only the fastest swimmer in the 
ocean but also the fastest marine animal, capable of reaching speeds up to 68 
mph (110 km/h). 

10. Cleaner shrimp and cleaner fish, such as cleaner wrasses, are known as the 
"cleaners" of the ocean. They remove parasites and dead skin from other fish, 
providing a cleaning service. 

 


