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What Happened to the Dinosaurs? 
Answer Key 
 

1. The running theory about what caused the extinction of the 
dinosaurs is the asteroid impact theory. 

 
 

2. According to the asteroid impact theory, a massive asteroid hit 
the Earth about 66 million years ago, causing a gigantic explosion 
that sent debris into the atmosphere, blocking sunlight and 
causing significant changes in the environment. 

 
 

3. The debris from the asteroid impact blocked the sunlight from 
reaching the Earth's surface, leading to a drop in temperature. 
The lack of sunlight also affected plants, causing them to die. 

 
 

4. The lack of sunlight made it difficult for plants to grow, which was 
the main food source for dinosaurs. The sudden drop in 
temperature was also harmful to the dinosaurs, as they were 
cold-blooded creatures and depended on the warmth of the sun 
to regulate their body temperature. 


