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What Happened to the Dinosaurs? 
 
Long, long ago, dinosaurs ruled the Earth. They were mighty and fascinating 
creatures, but something puzzling happened that made them disappear. 
Scientists have been trying to solve this mystery for a very long time, and they 
have a running theory about what might have caused the extinction of the dinosaurs. 
 
The theory that many scientists believe in is called the asteroid impact theory. According to this 
theory, about 66 million years ago, a massive asteroid, which is like a giant space rock, hit the 
Earth. This asteroid was as huge as a mountain! When it crashed into the Earth, it caused a 
gigantic explosion and sent dust, rocks, and debris flying into the atmosphere. 
 
The aftermath of this impact was catastrophic. The debris from the asteroid blocked the 
sunlight from reaching the Earth's surface. Sunlight is essential for plants to grow, and with so 
little sunlight, plants began to die. Since dinosaurs ate plants or other animals that depended 
on plants, their food source vanished, and it became challenging for them to find enough to 
eat. 
 
The darkness also caused the Earth's temperature to drop dramatically. This sudden change in 
temperature was harmful to many living things, including the dinosaurs. They were cold-
blooded creatures, which means they depended on the warmth of the sun to regulate their 
body temperature. But with the lack of sunlight, it became very cold, and the dinosaurs couldn't 
survive in such harsh conditions. 
 
The asteroid impact also triggered powerful earthquakes, tsunamis, and wildfires. These natural 
disasters further disrupted the dinosaurs' habitats, making it nearly impossible for them to live 
comfortably and safely. 
 
As a result of these catastrophic events, many of the dinosaurs died out. Some scientists believe 
that up to 75% of all species on Earth, including the dinosaurs, disappeared during this time. 
This event is now known as the Cretaceous-Paleogene extinction event. 
 
Though the asteroid impact theory is the leading explanation for the dinosaur's extinction, 
there are other theories too, like volcanic eruptions or climate change. Scientists continue to 
study fossils and rocks to gather more evidence and better understand what led to the end of 
the age of dinosaurs. 
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What Happened to the Dinosaurs? 
Question Sheet 
 

1. What is the running theory about what caused the extinction of 
the dinosaurs? 

 
 
 

2. What was the asteroid impact theory's explanation for the 
dinosaurs' disappearance? 

 
 
 
 

3. How did the asteroid impact affect the Earth's temperature and 
sunlight? 

 
 
 
 

4. Why did the lack of sunlight and temperature drop make it 
difficult for the dinosaurs to survive? 

 
 
 
 
 
 


