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Celebrating Trees and Nature 
 
Arbor Day is a special day dedicated to celebrating trees 
and the importance of nature in our lives. It is a day when 
people come together to plant trees, learn about their 
significance, and take actions to protect our environment. 
Let's explore the history and celebrations of Arbor Day! 
 
Arbor Day was first celebrated in the United States in 
1872. It was initiated by a man named J. Sterling Morton, 
who was passionate about trees and their benefits. He believed that trees were essential 
for providing shade, conserving soil, and producing oxygen. J. Sterling Morton encouraged 
people to plant trees and established Arbor Day as a holiday in Nebraska. Since then, 
Arbor Day has spread to many other states and countries around the world. 
 
The purpose of Arbor Day is to raise awareness about the importance of trees and their 
impact on our planet. Trees play a vital role in our ecosystem. They provide us with oxygen, 
clean the air by absorbing harmful pollutants, and help to prevent soil erosion. Trees also 
offer a home to various animals and contribute to the beauty of our natural landscapes. 
 
On Arbor Day, people celebrate in different ways. Many communities organize tree-
planting events. Volunteers gather to plant young saplings in parks, schoolyards, and public 
spaces. This helps to increase the number of trees in urban areas and promote green 
spaces. Planting trees is a collective effort that shows our commitment to preserving 
nature and creating a sustainable future. 
 
Arbor Day is also a time for learning. Schools often participate in educational activities 
that teach children about the importance of trees. They might engage in tree 
identification, study the life cycle of trees, or create artwork inspired by nature. These 
activities help children develop an appreciation for the environment and understand the 
role they can play in conserving it. 
 
In addition to planting trees and learning, Arbor Day is a chance for individuals to make a 
personal commitment to environmental stewardship. People may pledge to care for existing 
trees, recycle, reduce their carbon footprint, or participate in local conservation efforts. 
Small actions can make a big difference in protecting our planet and preserving its natural 
resources. 
 
So, on Arbor Day, let's celebrate trees and the beauty of nature that surrounds us. By 
planting trees, learning about their importance, and taking actions to protect our 
environment, we can all contribute to creating a greener and more sustainable world. 
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Celebrating Trees and Nature 
 
Reading Comprehension Questions 
 

1. Who initiated the celebration of Arbor Day? 
 
 
 
 
 

2. When was Arbor Day first celebrated in the United States? 
 
 
 
 

3. What is the purpose of Arbor Day? 
 
 
 
 
 

4. How do communities celebrate Arbor Day? 
 
 
 
 
 

5. What can individuals do on Arbor Day to contribute to 
environmental stewardship? 

 
 
 
 


