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Types of Topic Sentences 
There are three types of topic sentences:  

• General Topic Sentence: Names the main idea of the 
paragraph. 

• Clueing Topic Sentence: Names the main idea, and provides 
some information about the details to be included in the 
paragraph. 

• Specific Topic Sentence: Names the main idea, and names the 
specific details to be covered. 

 
DIRECTIONS: Read each topic sentence. Is it general (G), clueing 
(C), or specific (S)? Write your answer on the line. 
 

 1. There are three techniques for training dogs. 

 2. 
Chronic fatigue can have both physical and emotional 
causes.   

 3. Gardening is healthy, therapeutic, and enjoyable. 

 4. 
I gave my parents three reasons for wanting a raise in 
my allowance. 

 5. 
Working from home is becoming increasingly more 
common. 

 6. 
Fashion has evolved in three ways over the last 
decade. 

 7. Science fiction is a popular genre. 


