Name

Martin Luther King Jr.: A Champion for Equality

Martin Luther King Jr. was an influential leader who
fought for civil rights and equality in the United States.
His life story is one of courage, determination, and the
pursuit of justice. Let's explore the inspiring journey of
Martin Luther King Jr. and his significant contributions
to society.

Martin Luther King Jr. was born on January 15, 1929, in Atlanta, Georgia. He
grew up in a time when African Americans faced discrimination and
segregation. Despite the challenges, young Martin was a bright student and
had a deep sense of justice instilled in him by his parents. He excelled in
school and later attended college, where he studied theology and became a
minister.

Martin Luther King Jr. became a prominent figure in the Civil Rights
Movement, a struggle to end racial discrimination in the United States. He
believed in nonviolent protests, inspired by the teachings of Mahatma
Gandhi. King organized peaceful marches, sit-ins, and boycotts to fight for
equality and justice. One of Martin Luther King Jr.'s most memorable
moments came on August 28, 1963, during the March on Washington for
Jobs and Freedom. Standing in front of the Lincoln Memorial, he delivered
his famous speech, "I Have a Dream." In this powerful speech, King
expressed his vision of a future where people would be judged by their
character, not the color of their skin. It became a defining moment in the
fight for civil rights.

In 1964, Martin Luther King Jr. received the Nobel Peace Prize for his
tireless efforts to combat racial inequality. He continued to advocate for
civil rights until his tragic assassination on April 4, 1968. However, his legacy
lives on. Martin Luther King Jr.'s contributions to society paved the way for
significant changes in the United States, leading to the passage of the Civil
Rights Act of 1964 and the Voting Rights Act of 1965.
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Reading Comprehension Questions

1. When was Martin Luther King Jr. born?

A

2. What movement did he become a prominent figure in?

3. What did Martin Luther King Jr. advocate for during the
March on Washington?

4. What did Martin Luther King Jr. receive in 1964 for his
efforts?

5. What were some of the significant changes that
occurred as a result of Martin Luther King Jr.'s
contributions?
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