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Explorer of New Worlds 
 
Christopher Columbus was an explorer who is known for his journey 
across the Atlantic Ocean, which opened up new possibilities and led 
to the discovery of the Americas. Let's explore his life story and 
contributions to society. 
 
Christopher Columbus was born in Genoa, Italy, in 1451. From a young 
age, he had a fascination with the sea and dreamed of becoming a 
sailor. He believed that by sailing west, he could reach Asia and 
discover a new route for trade. Columbus was determined to find a faster and easier way to reach 
the riches of the East. 
 
In 1492, Columbus received support from Queen Isabella and King Ferdinand of Spain for his 
ambitious voyage. He set sail with three ships—the Niña, the Pinta, and the Santa Maria. After a 
long and challenging journey, on October 12, 1492, Columbus and his crew sighted land. They had 
reached an island in the present-day Bahamas, which Columbus believed was Asia. 
 
Although Columbus mistakenly believed he had reached Asia, his voyage had a significant impact on 
world history. It led to the exploration and colonization of the Americas, opening up new 
opportunities for trade, settlement, and cultural exchange. 
 
Columbus made subsequent voyages across the Atlantic, exploring various islands and coastlines of 
the Caribbean and Central and South America. He encountered different Indigenous cultures, some 
of which he interacted with peacefully, while others faced exploitation and mistreatment. 
 
Columbus's contributions to society extended beyond his explorations. His voyages sparked interest 
and curiosity in other European nations, leading to increased exploration and colonization. The 
exchange of goods, ideas, and cultures between Europe and the Americas shaped the course of 
history and influenced the development of new nations and societies. 
 
Despite his accomplishments, it is important to note that Columbus's actions also had negative 
consequences. The arrival of Europeans had a significant impact on the Indigenous peoples of the 
Americas, resulting in the loss of land, resources, and lives. 
 
In many countries, Columbus is commemorated on October 12th with a holiday called Columbus Day 
or Día de la Raza. However, in recent years, there has been a growing movement to reevaluate how 
Columbus's legacy is celebrated and to recognize and honor the Indigenous peoples and their 
history. 
 
Today, the story of Christopher Columbus serves as a reminder of the complexity of history and 
the importance of understanding different perspectives. It encourages us to explore and question 
the past, to learn from the achievements and mistakes, and to foster empathy and respect for all 
cultures and peoples. 
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Explorer of New Worlds 
 
Reading Comprehension Questions: 
 

1. Who was Christopher Columbus? 
 
 
 

2. What was Columbus's goal in his voyage? 
 
 
 

3. What impact did Columbus's voyage have on world 
history? 

 
 
 

4. What were some of Columbus's contributions to society? 
 
 
 

5. How is Columbus remembered today, and why is there a 
growing movement to reevaluate his legacy? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


