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What is Misinformation and Fake News? 
 
Let's talk about something really important: 
misinformation and fake news. These are words you 
might hear a lot, especially when people are talking 
about the internet and social media. But what do 
these words mean? 
 
Misinformation is when incorrect or misleading 
details are shared, sometimes by mistake. Maybe 
someone didn't check their facts before sharing a story, or maybe they 
misunderstood something. On the other hand, fake news is when false information 
is shared on purpose, usually to deceive or trick people. 
 
The problem with misinformation and fake news is that they can cause a lot of 
confusion and can make it hard for people to know what's really true. Sometimes, 
they can even cause real harm. For example, fake news about a dangerous situation 
might scare people, or misinformation about health might make people make 
unhealthy choices. 
 
But why does misinformation and fake news exist? Well, there can be many 
reasons. Sometimes, people share fake news to get attention or to make people 
believe something that isn't true. Other times, misinformation can spread because 
people share things quickly without checking if they're true. 
 
So, what can we do about misinformation and fake news? The most important thing 
is to be a smart reader and viewer. Always think about where information is coming 
from. Is it a reliable source? Also, if something seems unbelievable, it's a good idea 
to check it with a trusted adult or look it up on a reliable news website. 
 
And remember, if you see misinformation or fake news, don't share it! Spreading 
false information can cause confusion and harm. It's better to be sure that what 
you share is true. 
 
 
 
 
 



Name __________________________ 
 

© 15Worksheets.com 

What is Misinformation and Fake News? 
 
Reading Comprehension Questions 
 

1. What is the difference between 
misinformation and fake news? 

 
 
 
 

2. Why can misinformation and fake news be harmful? 
 
 
 
 

3. Why might misinformation and fake news exist? 
 
 
 
 

4. How can you protect yourself from misinformation and fake 
news? 

 
 
 
 

5. What should you do if you see misinformation or fake news? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


