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Open with an Aporia 
The most important part of your essay is its opening. The opening 
should grab the reader’s attention at the beginning, so they are 
more likely to keep reading. One way to hook your reader at the 
beginning of your essay is to ask a special kind of question called an 
aporia. Aporia is sometimes also called a rhetorical question. 

Aporia is a type of rhetorical device that expresses insincere doubt. 
In aporia, a writer or speaker asks a question to which they already 
have an answer. Typically, after asking the question, they will either 
answer it, or leave the question open for the audience to keep in 
mind. For example, if you are writing an essay about how our food 
system should be improved, you might use one of these aporias: 

• Is it ever okay to let people go hungry? 

• Does everyone have the right to healthy food? 

• If people in our society are struggling to the point of starvation, 
can we call our society a success? 

DIRECTIONS: On the lines, write the opening sentences of your essay. 
Use an aporia. 
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