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Types of Topic Sentences 
 
There are three types of topic sentences:  
 
General Topic Sentence: Names the main idea of the paragraph. 
 

EXAMPLE: Sunlight is healthy. 
 
Clueing Topic Sentence: Names the main idea, and provides some information 
about the details to be included in the paragraph. 
 

EXAMPLE: Despite popular belief to the contrary, it is actually a very 
healthy practice to expose your skin to sunlight. 

 
Specific Topic Sentence: Names the main idea, and names the specific details 
to be covered. 

 
EXAMPLE: Far from being dangerous, exposing your skin to sunlight helps 
your body make vital nutrients, improves sleep, and has benefits for 
regulating moods.  
 

 
DIRECTIONS: For the topic below, write three topic sentences as indicated. 

TOPIC: the importance of education 

1. General: 
 
 
 
 
2. Clueing: 
 
 
 
 
3. Specific:


