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How it Started 
Once upon a time, there was a beautiful planet called Earth. It 

was filled with lush forests, sparkling rivers, and magnificent creatures. 
People lived on Earth and enjoyed its bountiful resources, but they 
also began to realize that their actions were harming the planet. 

In the 1960s, a brave senator from Wisconsin named Gaylord Nelson became 
concerned about the environment. He wanted to raise awareness about the 
pollution and damage happening to Earth. Inspired by the student anti-war 
movement, he came up with a brilliant idea: a special day dedicated to the 
planet. And so, Earth Day was born. 

On April 22, 1970, the first Earth Day was celebrated. People from all walks of 
life, young and old, came together to learn and take action. They held rallies, 
planted trees, and cleaned up parks. It was a day filled with love and respect 
for Mother Earth. 

Earth Day became so popular that it soon became an annual event. People 
realized that they needed to protect the environment every day, not just on 
Earth Day. Governments around the world started passing laws to protect the 
planet. People started recycling, conserving energy, and using eco-friendly 
products. 

Every year on Earth Day, people unite to make a difference. They organize 
marches, educate others about environmental issues, and take part in 
community projects. Schools hold special activities and teach students about 
the importance of taking care of the Earth. 

Thanks to Earth Day, people have become more aware of their actions and 
their impact on the planet. They have realized that they need to protect Earth's 
resources for future generations. Earth Day has become a global movement, 
reminding us all to be good stewards of the Earth. 

 

1. Who came up with the idea of Earth Day?  _________________________ 

2. When was the first Earth Day celebrated? _________________________ 

3. What did people do on the first Earth Day? _________________________ 

4. Why did Earth Day become an annual event? _________________________ 

5. How did people start protecting the environment after Earth Day? 

________________________________________________________________________ 

6. Why is Earth Day important? ___________________________________________ 


