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Grade 1 Subtraction Word Problems 
 

1. Emma had 10 books in her collection. She gave 3 
books to her best friend. How many books does Emma 
have left in her collection?  

 
2. A baker made 15 cupcakes. He sold 9 of them. How 

many cupcakes does the baker have left?  
 

3. The teacher brought 20 pencils to class. She gave 5 pencils to some students 
who forgot theirs. How many pencils are left with the teacher?  

 
4. A farmer had 18 chickens. 7 of them wandered off and got lost. How many 

chickens does the farmer have left?  
 

5. There were 25 people on the bus. At the next stop, 10 people got off. How 
many people are still on the bus?  

 
6. Sam collected 30 seashells on the beach. He gave 12 seashells to his little 

sister. How many seashells does Sam have left?  
 

7. A shoe store had 50 pairs of shoes. They sold 15 pairs in one day. How many 
pairs of shoes are left in the store?  

 
8. The garden had 28 flowers. Some flowers wilted and now there are 13 flowers 

left. How many flowers wilted?  
 

9. The library had 100 books. It gave away 40 books to a school. How many 
books does the library have now?  

 
10.  The aquarium had 60 fish. 15 fish were moved to a new tank. How many fish 

are left in the original tank?  
 
 
 


