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The Colorful Costume Contest: A Mardi Gras Adventure 
 
Once upon a time in the vibrant city of Crescentville, the air was filled with excitement as 
Mardi Gras approached. The streets were adorned with colorful decorations, and a sense of 
joy and celebration permeated the atmosphere. In the heart of Crescentville, at the town 
square, preparations were underway for the annual Colorful Costume Contest—a highlight of 
the Mardi Gras festivities. 
 
The contest was open to all the children in Crescentville, inviting them to showcase their creativity by 
designing and wearing their own Mardi Gras costumes. The winner would receive a special prize and the honor 
of leading the Mardi Gras parade. The town buzzed with anticipation as children eagerly prepared their 
outfits. 
 
Among the participants were four best friends—Olivia, Ethan, Maya, and Liam. They couldn't wait to display 
their unique creations and join in the lively spirit of Mardi Gras. Olivia had transformed her costume into a 
sparkling butterfly, Ethan had crafted a fierce lion outfit, Maya had become a magical mermaid, and Liam had 
turned into a brave knight. 
 
On the day of the contest, the town square bustled with excitement. Children of all ages gathered, wearing an 
array of vibrant costumes. The judges, adorned in colorful Mardi Gras masks, took their places, ready to select 
the winners. 
 
As the participants paraded across the stage, showcasing their costumes with pride, the judges faced a 
difficult decision. Every costume was a masterpiece of imagination and creativity. Olivia fluttered her wings 
gracefully, Ethan let out a mighty roar, Maya shimmered like an enchanting sea creature, and Liam brandished 
his sword with bravery. 
 
After much deliberation, the judges made their decision. They announced a tie between Olivia and Liam, much 
to everyone's surprise. The friends couldn't believe their ears. They had both put so much effort into their 
costumes, and now they had to share the honor. 
 
The town erupted in applause and cheers as Olivia and Liam stood side by side, wearing their victorious smiles. 
It was then that they realized that winning wasn't everything. The joy of participating, the camaraderie 
between friends, and the celebration of creativity were the true treasures of the contest. 
 
With newfound happiness, Olivia and Liam joined hands and led the Mardi Gras parade together. The streets of 
Crescentville came alive with music, laughter, and colors as the townspeople followed the young winners, their 
costumes blending into the vibrant carnival atmosphere. 
 
As the parade reached its grand finale, confetti rained down upon the crowd, and everyone danced with 
abandon. Olivia, Liam, Maya, and Ethan twirled and laughed, cherishing the memories they had created during 
the Colorful Costume Contest. 
 
From that day forward, the friends cherished the bond they had formed through their Mardi Gras adventure. 
They realized that the true magic of Mardi Gras was not just in the costumes and celebrations but in the joy 
of friendship and the spirit of unity that brought everyone together during this special time of year. 
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Reading Comprehension Questions: 
 

1. What was the Colorful Costume Contest 
about? 

 
 

2. What were the costumes of Olivia, Ethan, Maya, 
and Liam? 

 
 

3. Who won the contest? 
 
 

4. What did Olivia and Liam realize about winning? 
 

 
 

5. What was the true magic of Mardi Gras according 
to the story? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


