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ANSWERS 

The Narrator The Reader 

Mad people can't be calm or 
do things in a smart, methodical 

say 

A person who is mad does not 
necessarily think they are mad. 

a "vulture's eye," it's reasonable 
to kill the old man to get away 

from it.  

It's not normal to be haunted by 
something like that and not 

reasonable to kill over it.  

it's normal to groan from mortal 
terror in the night  

the kind of fear the narrator 
describes and interprets from 

the old man is not normal 

 

The differences between the narrator's perspective on events and 
the reader's perspective allows the reader to understand the 

narrator's state of mind themselves, as opposed to just being old 
about it. It also contributes to the tension and the tone of the story.  

 
 


