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Mood and Tone 
Tone 

• The attitude a writer takes 
towards what they are writing.  

• Expressed through word choice 

• Conveys information beyond 
the meaning of the words 
themselves 

• Can be ironic, pessimistic, 
assertive, nostalgic, etc.  

 

 Mood 

• The atmosphere within a written 
work. How it feels like to be in 
the world that the words create. 

• Expressed through setting, 
dialogue, and characters,  

• Can be playful, optimistic, 
depressing, unnerving, etc.  

 

 
What is the tone of the story?  ____________________________________________  

What words contribute to this tone? What other story elements are these words 
associated with (character, setting, plot, symbol, etc.)? 

Words Associated with: 

  

  

  

 
What is the mood of the story?  ____________________________________________  

What words contribute to this mood? What other story elements are these words  
associated with (character, setting, plot, symbol, etc.)? 

Words Associated with: 

  

  

  


