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ANSWERS 

1. the system by which mail was delivered between St. Joseph, 
Missouri and Sacramento, California between April 3, 1860 and 
October 24, 1861. 

2. It was a 1,900-mile planned route between a series of 184 stations. 
Riders carried mail from station to station, which were between 70 
and 100 miles apart. At each station they would leave the horse they 
had just been riding, and travel to the next station on a fresh horse. 
Riders were also swapped out every several hundred miles. This kept 
the mail moving quickly without tiring out any single horse or rider too 
much. 

3. The Pony Express could transport a piece of mail from Missouri to 
California in 9 days; traveling by horse carriage, the same trip could 
take weeks. 

 Pony Express 

was a private business 

mail traveled quickly 

was put out of business by the invention 
of the telegraph 

Modern USPS 

is a government agency 

mail travels quickly 

Both Pony Express and Modern USPS 

both deliver mail 

both worked in all kinds of weather 

both were successful businesses 




