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The Non-fiction Premise 
The premise is the starting point of every writing project. It is the succinct 
expression of a complete idea of what the work will be about. For 
nonfiction, a premise is a two or three sentence statement containing 
what the book is about (i.e., the need and the proposed solution). 
 
1. What is your topic? 
 
__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

2. What is the need to write about this topic? 
 
__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

3. What is your proposed solution to the need? 
 
__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

4. What is your work about? Write the premise here.   
 
__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________

 


