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Irony as Understatement 
When a writer or speaker purposely says something contradictory to 
what they intend to convey, for example, when a character says 
something with an underlying meaning that is in contrast with its 
literal meaning, it is called irony. One form of irony is understatement.  

Example: After finishing a marathon, a man says, "I'm a little tired." 

Write an ironic understatement in response to each situation. 
 
1. The star player on the school basketball team breaks his own record for 

the most points scored during a game.  

 

 

 

2. A girl gives her mother a report card containing straight As. 

 

 

 

3. A man who earns a massive salary and lives an extravagant lifestyle 
inherits a million dollars. 

 

 

 


