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Transcontinental Railroad 
1. What was travel like before the westward expansion began 

in the United States? 
 

 
 
 
 

 

2. Name some of the events that contributed to the need for better 
transportation west. 

 
 

 
 

 
3. Who invented the steam engine?  ____________________________________ 
 
4. What role did the steam engine play in westward expansion in the 

United States? 
 

 
 

 

5. When was the transcontinental railroad completed?  __________________ 




