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ANSWERS 

A prima ry sourc e  is A se c onda ry sourc e  is 

A prima ry so urc e  is a  te xt tha t 

wa s c re a te d  d uring  the  time  

pe rio d  whic h is b e ing  stud ie d . It 

is a n o rig ina l so urc e  o f 

info rma tio n tha t c o nve ys 

info rma tio n a b o ut the  to p ic  

fro m so me o ne  with firstha nd  

e xpe rie nc e  with it. 

 

 A se c o nd a ry so urc e  is a  te xt 

tha t inc lud e s the  c re a to r's 

a na lysis o r inte rpre ta tio n o f the  

to p ic . The y a re  o ne  ste p  

re mo ve d  fro m ha ving  a c tua l 

e xpe rie nc e  o f the  to p ic . 

 

   

Exa mple s of Prima ry Sourc e s 

te xts o f la ws 

o rig ina l d o c ume nts 

spe e c he s, d ia rie s, le tte rs 

inte rvie ws 

o rig ina l re se a rc h 

Ce nsus a nd  e c o no mic  

sta tistic s;  

Pho to g ra phs o r a ud io / vid e o  

tha t c a p ture s a n e ve nt 

 

Exa mple s of Prima ry Sourc e s 

Mo st b o o ks a b o ut a  to p ic  

a ny a na lysis o r inte rpre ta tio n o f 

d a ta  suc h a s sta tistic s 

sc ho la rly re se a rc h a nd  a rtic le s  

ma ny d o c ume nta rie s 

 

 


