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Synthesis Essay Outline 
A synthesis essay is an essay that uses information from multiple sources with 
different views in order to explain something or to support a new and original 
claim or idea. A synthesis essay typically follows the five-paragraph essay 
structure.  

Introduction 

Describe what you essay will be about. Will it be 
explanatory or argumentative? Include a thesis 
statement which highlights your synthesis of the 
information you plan to present. 

First Body Paragraph 

Discuss the first element and supporting arguments for 
your thesis. Include evidence drawn from each source. 
What do your sources have in common? How are they 
relevant to your text? Include counterarguments and 
use your source material to discredit those claims and 
support your own idea. 

Second Body 
Paragraph 

Discuss the second element and supporting arguments 
for your thesis. Include evidence drawn from each 
source. What do your sources have in common? How 
are they relevant to your text? Include 
counterarguments and use your source material to 
discredit those claims and support your own idea. 

Third Body 
Paragraph 

Discuss the third element and supporting arguments for 
your thesis. Include evidence drawn from each source. 
What do your sources have in common? How are they 
relevant to your text? Include counterarguments and 
use your source material to discredit those claims and 
support your own idea. 

Conclusion 
Restate your thesis. Summarize the main points of your 
essay. Leave the reader with a thought-provoking 
statement or idea.  




