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Identifying Claim and Evidence 
Identify the claim and the evidence in this passage from Five Lectures 

on Blindness, by Kate M. Foley. 

Blindness does not lead to any refinement of the senses of 
touch, hearing or smell, but to a greater keenness in the 
interpretation of the information furnished by these senses. 
Diderot says, "the help which our senses reciprocally afford 
to each other, hinders their improvement," and so the 
person in possession of all the senses regards the blind 
man as a marvel of intelligence and skill, just because, on 
losing his eyesight, his remaining senses come to the rescue, and he 
continues to live and move and have his being without the most precious 
of all physical senses. In the world of the blind child eyesight plays no part, 
and so the other senses are made to do double duty, and the extent to 
which these may be cultivated is limited only by the mentality of the child, 
its early training and environment.  
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