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Show Don’t Tell 
DIRECTIONS: Your writing is more interesting when you show your 
reader what is going on instead of just telling them. Practice showing 
instead of telling by rewriting each statement below in a way that 
shows what is happening.  
 

Karen waited. 

John lost his watch. 

Linda got bad news. 

Joe couldn’t sleep. 

 It’s a nice day. 

The test was hard. 

I’m hungry. 

I don’t believe you. 
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