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ANSWERS 
It was written in 1865, at the close of the American Civil War, after 

the assassination of U.S. president Abraham Lincoln. 
The entire poem is an extended metaphor about the death of U.S. 

president Abraham Lincoln. 
It is an elegy. It is about a specific person (Abraham Lincoln). It 

reflects on death and dying. It expresses loss. It is somber in tone 


